SUMMARY The growth of Candida spp from vaginal specimens in Bushby's liquid medium for T vaginalis was compared with that on Sabouraud's agar medium, and isolation was significantly greater in Bushby's medium (p<0O 001). Isolations missed (4 43 %) in Bushby's medium probably represented vaginal carriage of small numbers of Candida spp.
Introduction
Feinberg and Whittington observed that Candida spp grew well in culture medium for Trichomonas vaginalis. I of the 10 women concerned showed that they had no clear cut signs or symptoms of candidosis. Moreover, a Gram stained smear of material (taken from the lateral vaginal wall before the specimens for culture) gave negative results for Candida spp in these cases. The order in which the media were inoculated played a major role in their respective isolation rates, as can be judged by comparison of the data from the first and second time periods (see table) . Not surprisingly, this indicated that the major part of the material went to the first medium inoculated. Growth of Candida species in liquid culture medium for Trichomonas vaginalis Growth curve experiments showed that an inoculum of less than 100 cfu/ml of C albicans would give rise to appreciable growth within 48 hours. All 10 isolates that failed to grow in Bushby's medium were identified as C albicans, but they may have been a biotype that did not grow well in this medium. A comparison of the growth characteristics of seven of these strains with three that had been isolated from both media (see Fig 2) showed that the growth yield after 28 hours was not noticeably reduced. Of note, however, was that the seven strains which grew only on Sabouraud's agar had a longer lag phase, but that once they entered the log phase the mean generation time was reduced.
No attempt was made in this study to determine the minimum inoculum of Candida spp required to establish growth on Sabouraud's agar, so that a direct comparison in this respect with Bushby's medium is not possible.
When both Candida spp and T vaginalis are present in the same tube of Bushby's medium, T vaginalis may be overgrown with the Candida spp by the second day of incubation (Y J Erdman, unpublished observation). Extra care should therefore be taken in microscopial examination of tubes that contain Candida spp. 
